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Preventing damage to pipelines
during agricultural activities

DID YOU KNOW?
Underground
infrastructure

ENERGY HIGHWAYS
There are millions
of kilometres of
infrastructure

found underground
in Canada, including
117,800 kilometres
of transmission
pipelines.

BIGGEST THREAT
Some of the
biggest threats

to pipeline safety
are unauthorized
construction,
development,
encroachment and
digging activities.

WORKING
TOGETHER
Everyone, including
the public, has a
role in preventing
potential damage
to underground
infrastructure.

Preventing pipeline damage is a shared responsibility between
the public, regulators and the underground utility industry —

a responsibility that CEPA members, who operate transmission
pipelines, take very seriously.

What is the prescribed area?
The prescribed area extends 30 metres
(100 feet) from the pipeline centre line:

Federally-regulated pipeline companies are
required to ensure landowners, land users and
anyone working around pipelines are aware of

the requirements to safely carry out ground e for the protection of all persons living

or working near pipelines, and
® to protect pipelines from damage that

disturbance, construction and crossings near
a pipeline. The National Energy Board (NEB)
provides regulatory oversight for all parties

! ) - may result from activities causing ground
involved; creating the conditions necessary to

) disturbance
hold persons and companies accountable for

carrying out these responsibilities.

How do the regulations

impact you?
Prescribed Area
Anyone planning to conduct ground disturbance

activities within the prescribed area must first P

make a locate request through their provincial ‘ |
. . |=— Right-of-Way —|
One-Call centre and/or contact the pipeline

i i
! Pipeline centre line |
| !

company directly to obtain written consent ‘ : 1
. . . . 30m ! 30m
before carrying out activities around a pipeline. Prescribed area ! Prescribed area

About Pipelines is a series, dedicated to sharing the facts about transmission pipelines in Canada and their role in Canadians’ lives.
This information is provided by the Canadian Energy Pipeline Association (CEPA).
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A HIGH STANDARD

Agricultural activity
is a diverse topic

CEPA member companies work to protect
their underground infrastructure from

external interference risks, ensuring a strong
and constructive relationship is built with
landowners, while not placing burden on them
that goes beyond regulatory requirements.
Collaboration with an informed public regarding
education and awareness about the existence
of pipelines and how to safely work near them,
is the intent.

The NEB defines ‘Agricultural Activity’ as
“the production of crops and raising of animals”.

‘Production of Crops’ is defined as operations
which specifically support cultivation, harvesting
of crops and raising of animals. Cultivation and
harvesting includes: the preparation of soil beds
to facilitate seeding to a depth of 450 mm (18")
without the removal of cover, manure spreading,
tillage, plowing, disking, harrowing and pasturing.
‘Raising of Animals’ is defined as operations
which specifically support pasturing, feeding

and caring of animals.

Equipment used in the transportation of
harvested crops is not covered by the definition
of ‘Production of Crops’ and as these can vary
greatly, also require consent of the pipeline
company if certain conditions provided for in
Section 13 of the NEB’s Damage Prevention
Regulations are not met.

Activity which uses industrial heavy equipment
or machinery specifically designed for
construction, that relates to earthwork
operations, earth movement or is engineered
for excavation (buckets, blades, teeth) are not
considered equipment which directly supports
agricultural activity, and as such are not exempt
from requiring consent.



Agricultural Activity
Tilling / Fallowing
Harrowing

Seeding

Harvesting

Haying

Herbicide Application
Livestock Feeding
Fertilizer Application
Mowing

Spreading of Manure

The following table provides a general description of some agricultural
and non-agricultural activities

Non Agricultural Activity*

Land Levelling

Contouring

Drainage Tiling

Drainage Ditching (Install/Cleaning)
Fence Installation

Corral Installation, including shelters
Dugout Installation

Installation of animal shelters

Test Pit

Any Removal of Cover - includes manure
Construction of any new buildings

Sod farming, Bulk transportation of goods

Tree planting/removal

*NOTE: Must be preceded by a one-call or locate request. Pipeline companies may provide written consent to landowners for non-agricultural
activities. These agreements are between individual companies and landowners and may be location specific.



Agricultural activity within the prescribed area

For a vehicle or mobile equipment to be
authorized for agricultural activities within
or across the prescribed area, the following

conditions must be met:

® The loaded axle weight and tire pressures
of the vehicle or mobile equipment must
be within the manufacturer’s approved limits

and operating guidelines; and

® The pipeline company cannot have previously
issued a notification identifying the point of
crossing as a location that could impair the

pipeline’s safety or security.

DID YOU KNOW?

These are examples of pipeline /75 Z!

right-of-way warning
markers that provide important
emergency information.

1 Aerial marker post
2 Roadway Marker
3&4 ROW Marker

If landowners/users are unsure whether

their proposed agricultural activity meets

the above conditions, or whether the proposed
agricultural activity could jeopardize the safe and
secure operation of the pipeline, they

must contact the pipeline company before
crossing or performing any work within

the prescribed area.
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What does

‘dig’ mean?
if you are planning a non-
agricultural, construction or
excavation project, you should
contact a One-Call service
centre. Projects include:

« Planting a tree.

« Installing fence posts.

« Landscaping.

« Fixing or improving an existing
ditch, drain tile or fence.

o Pow deeper than 30 cm
(12 inches).

See a full list here:
bit.ly/1h4g60B

What can you
do to help prevent
damage?

The basic safety steps in regards
to damage prevention are:

® |nclude time for approvals when
planning for construction or
ground disturbance activities;

® Always click or call before you
dig to place a locate request;

® Be on site when the pipeline is
located to ensure understanding
of the locate markings;

e Follow the pipeline company’s
safety measures and the
instructions of the on-
site pipeline company
representative; and

e Obtain the consent of the
pipeline company prior to
crossing a pipeline with a vehicle
or other mobile equipment



